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 Recently there was an article in a major na-
tional magazine that dealt with living longer 
and better. Well, that is of interest to most of 
us. After all, health, happiness, and long life 
seem to be the best of what we will get from this 
world. The article went on to mention the factors 
that contributed to healthier longevity. Some 
were diet, exercise, family, friends, and being 
involved in various interests. 

Also mentioned were some of the things that 
are being devel-
oped and exper-
imented with to 
maintain life and 
health. Man has 
been searching for 
the fountain of youth 
for eons and does not seem to be giving up yet! 
There are supplements in pill form that attempt 
to make cells young again, and (more bizarre) 
thoughts of growing human organs in animals 
for replacement parts. Really!

Interesting enough, under the title of “How To 
Live Longer, Better” was the line in smaller print: 
(You are going to die though.)

Not that we needed to be reminded, or do 
we? The article also made the statement that 
of all the animals, fish, and insects that live and 

die, as far as we know, humans are the only ones 
who spend their lives knowing the end is com-
ing. Death is the ugly side of life, and most have 
a certain dread, if not sheer panic, of its coming. 
And no wonder, Hebrews 9:27 says, “As it is ap-
pointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment . . .”

Here enters the hope of the Christian. God’s 
plan is not that we scrape by for 70 years or so 
and then go out of existence. God made us to 

be in His presence 
and love Him. We die 
in this world because 
of the sin problem we 
all inherited. Because 
of His great love for 
us and His desire to 

be with us for all eternity, He offered a fix for the 
death enemy.

Romans 6:23:  “For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”

Romans 8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.”

Revelation 2:10b:  “Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”

And that will be long, healthy, happy living!
                                                                                 

“You are going to die though.”
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Feature Article for Youth . . .

Protecting Your Reputation
 by Roger L. Berry

Many people, young and old, spend much of 
their time worrying what other people think and 
say about them—that is, their reputation. They will 
go to great lengths to try to protect their reputa-
tion. So laws have been devised to try to protect 
people from what others might say.  For example 
there are laws against libel. Libel is a published 
false statement about someone that damages his 
reputation among others. Slander refers to mak-
ing a false statement, especially publically, that 
damages a person’s reputation. 

Bribery may occur when someone has been 
unfaithful to his spouse, for example, and the fact 
is known by another person. So he’s afraid the 
revelation would damage his reputation and is 
willing to pay huge sums for the other person to 
keep quiet—hush money. Still another word re-
lating to reputation is blackmail. Blackmail takes 
place when someone makes a threat or a de-
mand to another person so that he will not reveal 
something that he knows about that person.

People go to great lengths to try to protect 
their reputation—for example, bribery or black-
mail. They may try to sue people who slander 
their reputation, even if the things the people say 
are true. 

As we consider this thing of reputation, there 
are some questions we ought to think about.  
One of them is the question, “Does my reputation 
belong to me?” If our reputation is what others 
think about us then don’t those opinions belong 
to them? Our reputation is essentially what they 
think of us? Taking them to law for slander or 
paying money to them to keep “hush” does not 
really change the facts about us, does it? If we 
are dishonest, immoral, or do other questionable 
things, just trying to legally or financially protect 
our reputation is not really going to change peo-
ple’s view of us, will it? At least some people will 
still know the truth. 

So, it is far better to live in such a way that we 
are above reproach and that people would not 
need to slam our reputation. If we are living that 
way and people falsely accuse us, then the truth 
will come out, eventually. 

The way to truly have a good reputation is to 

do what the Bible says. For example, Proverbs 
22:1 says “A good name [reputation] is rather to 
be chosen than great riches, and loving favour 
rather than silver and gold.”

This good reputation depends on our manner 
of life. “Having your conversation [behavior] hon-
est among the Gentiles [the nations, people]: that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God” (1 Peter 2:12).

If we live for God and live aboveboard, we 
need not fear what others may say or think. This 
is the way to truly protect our reputation. “In all 
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in 
doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that 
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you” (Titus 2:8). 

If we are living a lie, pretending to be some-
thing we are not, then it will eventually catch up 
with us. Others may even think we’re great, but 
deep down we know this is not the truth. Then 
we must deal with our consciences—that which 
is within us that bothers us when we do wrong. 
We may try to squelch that conscience with noise, 
with alcohol, and drugs, but as the Bible says “Be 
sure your sin [wrongdoing, rebellion against God] 
will find you out.” 

Ultimately what is most important is what God 
thinks about us. If we are living in obedience to 
Him, then His thoughts about us will be for our 
eternal good. “I know the thoughts that I think to-
ward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expected end [a future 
and a hope]” (Jeremiah 29:11).

God knows the truth about you and me. He 
knows all that we have done or said no matter 
how secretive we have been about it. He even 
knows the thoughts in the deepest recesses of 
our minds. Repent of your wrongdoing and ask 
God to cleanse your life of those things that can 
so easily ruin your life and your reputation. 

Jesus said, “If ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 
8:31, 32). 



The Science of the Mind
by Elvin Stauffer

The Bible and Science

“God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2Tim. 1:7).
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When one observes what our culture is producing in 
recent years we must conclude that the system is broken. 

As I write this, we just came through a couple of 
school shootings again in which many youth were killed 
and wounded. A January 23 shooting in Kentucky killed 
two and injured 17. Up to that date there had already 
been 11 shooting incidents for 2018. Since then an ex-
pelled student in a Florida school came back and killed 
17 pupils and teachers and wounded others. 

When the perpetrator’s life is scrutinized he is often 
from a dysfunctional social environment and has been 
feeding on violent literature, pornography, killing 
games, and videos. It is therefore no surprise that ca-
tastrophe is the outcome. But what turns a person’s 
mind to seek satisfaction and pleasure in putting such 
misery and suffering on others? 

Secular Science
Our society has come to this place of insurmountable 

problems after psychologists have been telling people, 
“You’re great! You can do anything, if you just believe 
in yourself!” 

 “Psychology is the scientific study of mental pro-
cesses and behavior” (World Book Encyclopedia). In the 
secularist, evolutionary worldview man is just a higher 
animal. Thus animal behavior is studied to learn how 
to deal with human problems.  In articles on psychol-
ogy, you often see a female psychologist working with 
a chimpanzee or gorilla (World Book). One study found 
that when a baboon colony became overcrowded the 
mothers killed their babies (abortion justified!).  Respect 
for life is lost when school children are taught we are 
just so many pounds of flesh and bone of the species 
Homo sapiens. 

Christian Psychology?
An attempt is often made to blend Christianity with 

psychology but its anti-Christian roots (such as denying 
guilt for sin) can’t be blended together. This is com-
petitive religion. It is not science. “O Timothy… [avoid] 
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science 
falsely so called” (1 Timothy 6:20). Two of psychology’s 

most noted founders, Sigmund Freud and Carl G. Jung, 
both repudiated Christianity. Freud was Jewish and was 
reacting to Christian anti-Semitism. Jung had a lifelong 
interest in mythology and the occult (World Book).

Martin and Deidre Bobgan in their book Psy-
cho Heresy show how a classic study (The Cam-
bridge-Somerville Youth Study) is an embarrassment 
to psychoanalysts. In this study, 650 underprivileged, 
potentially delinquent boys ages 6 to 10 were se-
lected. Half of them received a program of psycho-
logical therapy and social activities for five years. The 
other half (the control group) received none. After the 
five years were completed (at great expense) there 
was much praise for the program from the counsel-
ors and the boys. It appeared that these boys were 
saved from delinquency and the study was lauded as 
a model psychology success story.   

However, when a follow up review of these indi-
viduals was done five years after the program ended 
it was found that the treated youth, when left alone, 
were doing somewhat worse than the control group. 
The greatest embarrassment came at the thirty-year 
review. In terms of criminal behavior, mental prob-
lems, and alcoholism, the ones who received treat-
ment were doing worse than those who faced life on 
their own! Today there is silence on this study along 
with many other failed promises of psychology.

 The profession is self-perpetuating. The more psy-
chologists you have the more you seem to need. The 
emphasis is “Let’s just talk 
about it” and express 
your feelings, or 
even do what is 
forbidden to 
the Christian: 
“explode,” 
let  your 
p a r t n e r 
know how 
you feel, 
get it off 
your chest, 
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clear the air (instead of taking it to God in prayer and 
repentance). 

The client is made to feel good by sympathy for at-
titudes that come from his evil nature.  The Bible de-
scribes the root problem. “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 
(Jeremiah 17:9).  “For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile 
a man” (Matthew 15:19, 20). Humanity needs a super-
natural heart change that only Jesus can give!

A Personal Experience
Over 20 years ago my wife, Geraldine (a multiple 

sclerosis patient), and I made ourselves comfortable 
on recliners in a health clinic in Tijuana, Mexico. A psy-
chologist then lectured us. “You can have anything you 
want: health, wealth, lands, or fame. Whatever man can 
believe he can achieve! You are the architect. God is like 
the financier. He enables what you want to accomplish.” 

They would make God servant to man’s aspirations 
and demands. “Professing themselves to be wise they 
became fools, and changed the glory of the uncorrupt-
ible God into an image made like unto corruptible man” 
(Romans 1:22-25). 

Geraldine thought to ask him, “But what if we believe 
in God and submit to His will saying, ‘thy will be done’?” 
(The therapist had begun with an ambiguous statement:  
“The sun shines on everyone and we must access the 
powers of the universe ”). He quickly changed and had 
a religious line for us too. However, we did not have to 
take more psychology sessions.

We had initially been directed to this clinic through 
a meeting at Valley Forge, PA that friends encouraged 
us to attend. At the meeting, the director of the clinic 
gave a talk along with “testimonials” from patients that 
were there. After the meeting he sat beside Geraldine 
who was on her wheel chair (Good PR).  To the question, 
“Would she walk again?” he told of another MS person 
who came on a wheel chair and after a week he met her 
walking down the stairs. (Later, at the clinic, I was told 
she also left on a wheel chair.) 

After the second week of the three-week session 
in Mexico I asked the Mexican doctor when we would 
start to see improvement. The doctor then said, “Well, 
Dr. _______ is very optimistic.” This proprietor also ex-
plained that they have five psychologists at the clinic 
because the mind has a lot to do with healing. But 
self-deception can be used to conceal the debilitating 
effects of diseases. Some of these people died being 
convinced they were getting better.  

 I had taken the course with positive hopes but with 
a “we’ll wait and see” attitude. However I was dismayed 
at our children’s letdown when we returned home. They 
had sincerely anticipated receiving Mother home walk-
ing!  And so, again, promises and the hype of talk were 
much different than the reality.   She passed on to be 
with our Lord on April 7, 1998.

Pastoral Bible Counseling
While psychologists are following their three steps 

of naturalistic observation, systematic assessment, and 
experimentation, Christian Bible believers hold to the 
Gospel standard. Our weapons are as powerful as 
they were at the beginning of the church and don’t 
need any upgrading.  “For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong hold; Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowl-
edge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4, 5).

“The Salvation Bridge open to all is still the first 
works of: hearing, heeding, believing, repenting, con-
fessing, trusting, and receiving the new life in Christ. 
The born again believer then progresses by the work 
of God in: justification, regeneration, sanctification, 
and a life of putting on the mind of Christ” (George 
R. Brunk I). “And such were some of you [See verses 9 
and 10] but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor-
inthians 6:11). 

Salvation is effective for even the simplest who calls 
on the name of the Lord (Romans 10:13). “God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise” (1 Corinthians 1:27). It is also so profound that 
the most seasoned saint cannot plum the depth of 
God’s “so great salvation” (Hebrews 2:3; 5:14).

Psychologists may draw conclusions as to why and 
how minds are perverted, but to control them is not 
within man’s power. It takes a supernatural power to 
change the human nature from self-service to love for 
God and his fellow men (Luke 10:27). 

The apostle Paul describes his struggle in Romans 
chapter 7. “I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is good I find not” 
(Romans 7:18).  He gives the answer in Romans 8:1, 
2: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus . . . for the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death.” When people put on the mind of 
Christ they have a will to do his will (Romans 13:14; 
John 7:17).

Psychologists say people are largely the product of 
their environment. However the child of God can find 
peace of mind in the worst of circumstances. Jesus, 
when He was going to Jerusalem to face contradic-
tion, abuse, and death said, “My peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 
14:27)  

Resources:    
The Bible: The Creator’s instruction manual for life
Psycho Heresy: Martin and Deidre Bobgan 
World Book Encyclopedia: Psychology; Jung, Carl G.
Sword and Trumpet, Vol. III, No.2 by George R. Brunk, Sr.



Are There Answers for Our Violent World?
by Marlin Kreider

The  
Christian Home Series

Our deepest sympathies and prayers go out to 
all the victims of violence and crime throughout the 
world today. War, civil unrest, violence, human traf-
ficking, and all kinds of wickedness bring indescrib-
able heartache, grief, and suffering to multitudes of 
innocent people. Can anyone deny that we are living 
in what the Bible calls “the last days” spoken of in 2 
Timothy 3:1? 

After each mass public shooting, the desperation 
escalates. We must find a way to stop this senseless 
carnage! Some call for gun control, more money for 
school security, therapy for the mentally unstable, 
and the list goes on. Governments try their best by 
enacting more laws. We respect their efforts. We are 
thankful for the law, order, and relative freedom we 
still have. Christians need to be in prayer for our gov-
ernment leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-4). But how many 
laws can be made and still maintain a free, open so-
ciety? Or will it take a totalitarian government to con-
trol an unrestrained society? The less inner guidance 
and restraint people have, the more outer control is 
needed. Someone has well said, “You cannot legislate 
righteousness!” Neither can anyone legislate love and 
respect for one’s fellow human beings. 

So, are there any answers for us today? Yes, there 
are answers! But another pertinent question must be 
answered. Are we willing to look to the right source 
for the answers to our needs today? We must recog-
nize that both the root causes and the answers are 
much deeper than the political process. They are 
seated in moral and spiritual values that are realized 
by having God and His absolutes of right and wrong 
instilled into people’s lives. 

Godless humanism has had its way for the last fifty 
years and more. Back in the early 1960s, Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair and many others 
pressed to have the read-
ing of the Bible banned 
from the public school 
system. There is an 
ongoing relentless 
effort to remove 
any expression 

of God and religion out of the fabric of  society. How-
ever, “humanism” is also its own kind of religion and 
a very deadly one. What hypocrisy is being promoted 
by these anti-God, free-thinkers? Anti-authority (law-
lessness), free sexual expression with all its perver-
sions, women’s liberation (so called), abortion, little 
no child discipline, euthanasia, and more, are all part 
of this godless package. This agenda has been and 
is being promoted by the public education system 
from kindergarten through college. It is also deeply 
imbedded in almost all the places of influence, such 
as the news media, mass communication, the sports 
world, and from Hollywood to Washington. The 
home unit, the foundation of society, is disintegrat-
ing at an alarming rate. Humanism has failed! Let us 
acknowledge the truth of the cold, hard facts. 

So, where are the answers? The Bible says, “Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). We reap 
what we sow. Most often we reap (harvest) more than 
we sow. Our society has sown the seeds of godless hu-
manism and sin. We are reaping the crop sown, and it 
is a very bitter harvest. Our society is socially and spiri-
tually sick. She needs a doctor, a physician. His name is 
Jesus, with His Gospel of truth and salvation. The mes-
sage God’s prophet gave years ago is applicable to our 
need today. “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls. But they [the people in Jeremiah’s day] said, We 
will not walk therein” (Jeremiah 6:16). What will we do? 

The seniors among us remember the “old paths.” It 
used to be that the Bible was read and prayer offered 
at the start of every school day. Yes, we are in a fallen 
world and sin has taken its toll on every generation. 

But when we got out of line, the 
teacher had the authority 

and ability to correct us. 
At home we had the 

role model of both a 
father and a mother, 

something miss-
ing in a growing 
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number of families. Our parents were not perfect, 
but we knew they loved us and cared. They loved us 
enough to apply the “board of education” when we 
needed it. Love with discipline brings a lot of secu-
rity into a child’s life. We were taught to work, both 
mentally and physically. There were fewer sports pro-
grams in those days. It was an extracurricular activity 
if you chose and your grades were good enough. To-
day’s education system is top-heavy and intoxicated 
with sports. With the home unit falling apart and the 
work ethic lacking, being involved in sports is better 
than roaming the streets. However, this does not ad-
dress the root problem. 

And then there was the church! We went every 
Sunday and received Bible teaching and heard the 
Bible preached. We were even taught Bible memo-
rization, much of what we still remember years later. 
We also heard the call of the Gospel to repentance 
and salvation. No, those days were not perfect. But 
there was recognition of God, rules of right and 
wrong, rules of respect for human life and others. It 
gave stability and a moral compass for life. Without 
God in the picture, that is all gone. 

Society is now lost and aimless. In those days, if 
youth rebelled against parents and refused to hear 
the preacher, then there was still the policeman to 
reckon with. Today, most of the weight is falling 
on the police force, and it is more than they can or 
should have to handle. 

Had we thought about smuggling a gun to school? 
We were taught the fear of God, so we didn’t think 
such thoughts. Our minds and lives were filled with 
more noble goals and ambitions. 

We also need to change the diet of violence many 
people are feeding on via the screen. Just consider 
the movies the average person is viewing on any 
commercial airline flight. Such exposure to the un-
real, sadistic, demonic, and violent, hardens the heart 
and conscience. 

While humanism with its psychology has had its 
day, much of the professing Christian church has 
passively sat back, watched it all happen, and now is 
endorsing the modern program. We need a revival 
in our homes, churches, and nation. Upon hearing 
of the tragic school shooting in Florida in February 
2018, I had a strong desire. What if we could flash 
one question across every major news source: “May 
We Bring the Bible Back! May We Bring God Back 
Into Our Homes, Churches, Schools, and Nation!”? 
Will we? Will you? Either we repent and change, go 
back to God’s ways, or we will continue to reap the 
bitter harvest now, and go to eternal ruin. We can 
choose. We can each say, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

Those who turn to God and, by His transforming 
power, sow good seed, will reap a good harvest. Do 
it today!

A Good Education 
by Dallas Witmer

Most old school buildings have been torn down. 
More money for education sounds good, so new 
buildings are still going up along with taxes, sporting 
accessories, and the latest computer technology. If 
dollars spent meant education, we’d be the wisest 
nation on earth. But how many parents ask themselves 
the bottom line: Is my child being well educated? 

• A good education instills values and discipline. 
Children learn what things are worth. Parents and 

teachers must discipline them to make worthwhile 
choices until they have learned to discipline 
themselves and to appreciate right values themselves. 

• A good education begins with the fear of the Lord. 
God’s Word states it four times over (Job 28:28; 

Psalm 11:10; Proverbs 1:7; 9:10).  The fear of the 
Lord means reverence for moral and spiritual truth 
as taught by the Bible. Any child left to himself makes 
a fool not only of himself but of his parents and 
teachers (Proverbs 29:15). Right values, on the other 
hand, enforced as needed with corporal punishment 
make the child wise, wise academically and “wise 
unto salvation.” As he matures and experiences 
accountability before God, he knows he must turn to 
Christ in the new birth for power to live above sin. 

• A good education prepares the child to learn all his life. 
A good education ought to provide a child with 

knowledge and disciplines that equip him for a 
lifetime of learning. It teaches him where to find 
resource materials, and how to use them. It prepares 
him to learn what he ought to from both the successes 
and frustrations of life. An eighth grade education that 
equips one to learn all his life is better than a college 
education that leaves one thinking he knows it all. 

• A good education is practical. 
Our rocket scientists may be among the most 

educated, but the best educated people of our 
society are those who run productive and profitable 
businesses, who know how to make the land produce 
food, who face reverses as challenges to improve, 
who know how to get along with difficult people, 
and who do it all as a service to God. This is the only 
motive adequate to see one through every difficulty. 

So, as we’ve seen old school buildings collapse, 
we can’t help but see it as symbolic of the demise of 
sounder traditional concepts of education. They’ve 
’dozed the places where our grandparents and 
great grandparents were taught reading, ’riting, 
and ’rithmetic to the tune of the old hickory stick. 
Ask yourself whether the values and disciplines that 
made a nation great have not been buried deeper 
yet than the rural school house. 



Reaching Out - page 8

The Glory of the Cross
by David Horst

What Does the Bible Say?

A white cross on the peak of a steeple juts into 
the bright blue sky. An oak-grained cross is posted 
on the wall of a neatly decorated church. A small 
ornamental gold cross dangles from a delicate 
chain. These are a few symbolic representations of 
the cross on which Jesus was crucified. Although 
we would acknowledge some earthly beauty in 
these symbols, the cross as an instrument of cruel 
death was not glorious. Rather, glory resulted 
from the eternal work of Christ while on the cross. 

A cross speaks of suffering, of giving up self, and 
of dying. Although bloodshed and death were a 
very essential part of the Old Testament sacrifices 
for pardon, little did the disciples expect it of Jesus. 
However, a few did anticipate His suffering and 
death. The wise men presented to Him gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh. Myrrh was used as a perfume 
for embalming. Simeon in the temple declared to 
Mary, “Behold, this child is set for the fall and ris-
ing again for many in Israel; and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34, 35). 

Jesus took His cross willingly. In the agony and 
sorrow of Gethsemane, He pled with the Father 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
Him. But He committed His will to the Father as 
He prayed, “Nevertheless not what I will, but what 
thou wilt” (Mark 14:36). 

Jesus had submitted His will to the death of the 
cross. As He hung there and bore our sins in His 
body, He had compassion for the repentant thief, 
concern for His mother, and love for those who 
drove the nails. He said, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” Although men 
nailed Him to the cross, they could not take His life. 
Rather, Jesus willingly laid it down (John 10:18). 

Jesus took His cross voluntarily. He went to 
meet His betrayer in the Garden. The men coming 
to capture Him came with swords and staves as 

if they were chasing a thief. Yet Jesus had within 
His power more than twelve legions of angels that 
could have delivered Him from His enemies. 

Jesus took His cross humbly. He meekly bore 
the rejection of His own people as they cried, “Cru-
cify Him!” and asked for Barabbas in His stead. He 
endured the pain of the stripes on His back and 
the beating reed upon the crown of thorns on His 
head. He accepted the disrespectful spitting in His 
face and the shame of being undressed by those 
mocking Him. All this He experienced without any 
retaliation. 

Is the glory starting 
to shine? As those that 
loved Jesus mourned 
and teetered on the 
brink of giving up hope 
in their Messiah, the 
most marvelous thing 
happened. The perfect, 
innocent, sinless blood 
flowed that atoned for 
vile mankind. God was 
satisfied that it was just to forgive all mankind of 
all generations. The temple veil rent, and we now 
have a Daysman [Mediator] to stand between God 
and us. 

This is only the beginning of the glory. As He 
lay in the tomb that was sealed with earthly power, 
another glory burst forth. On that marvelous res-
urrection morning, Jesus broke the chains of 
death as He rose from the dead. We now have a 
living Lord! Through Him we can be free from sin 
and have access to the Father. The victory of the 
resurrection promises new life and power as well 
as eternal life. 

The battle is finished, the victory is won, and 
Satan has received His deathblow through the 
cross! . . . Another sacrifice for sin is not needed. 
This is everlasting glory! 

Meekness  
absorbs the 

mistreatment
of a world 

that at times 
despises us.
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What does the cross mean for us as Christ’s fol-
lowers? Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me” (Matthew 16:24). Self -denial is a very 
vital part of taking up the cross. “The lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” 
appeal to our carnal nature and must be denied 
(1 John 2:16). The carnal living of society beck-
ons our attention with its glamour and pleasure. 
But John further says, “The world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof.” We must remember that the 
wages of lustful living is death, but the cross of 
self-denial delivers us from this death! 

Dying to self must be a daily experience. “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 
As we put everything on the altar, we can be a 
living sacrifice that is pleasing to God. 

The cross brings peace. Jesus said, “Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” 
(Matthew 11:29, 30). Accepting the cross of meek-
ness brings rest to our souls. Meekness absorbs 
the mistreatment of a world that at times despises 
us. Jesus said, “Ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name’s sake” (Mark 13:13). 

Can we find joy in bearing the easy yoke of 
Christ, or do we chafe under it? Satan is continually 
presenting us with compromises to sidestep the 
cross. Let us be discerning of their outcomes. “And 
let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not” (Galatians 6:9). 

Cross bearing yields many blessings. Through 
Christ’s power we can live above the reproach 
and bondage of sin. God blesses us with peace 
that passes all understanding. We have fellowship 
with God personally and collectively within the 
brotherhood. We share in the holy ordinances. 
We claim the promises of God’s children. Above 
all, we are joint heirs with Christ in the crown of 
the cross. 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man. For it became 
him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through suf-
ferings” (Hebrews 2:9, 10). 

Used by permission of the Eastern Pennsylvania Mennonite Testimony, used by per-
mission of Eastern Mennonite Publications.

“The Only Thing We Have to Fear” 

History records this as probably the most 
famous quote from Franklin Roosevelt. In his 
1933 inaugural address, he said, “Let me assert 
my firm belief that the only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, 
unjustified terror which paralyzes needed 
efforts to convert retreat into advance.”

 He spoke this in the context of the Great 
Depression that had already gripped the 
United States and the rest of the world for three 
years. In those days, many people appeared 
to have reason to fear. Almost overnight, many 
lost their life’s savings. In some countries, the 
currency lost most of its value. 

In our own days of uncertainty—wars, 
terrorism, the threat of 
financial recessions and 
even depression—people 
are becoming increasingly 
fearful. What is the solution 
to this epidemic of fear? 

Do you remember what 
the Twenty-third Psalm 
says about fear: “Yea, 
though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort 
me” (verse 4). The psalm 
begins, “The Lord is my 
shepherd.” The writer of 
Proverbs says, “The fear 
of man bringeth a snare: 
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be 
safe” (Proverbs 29:25).

The Bible says that “The fear of the Lord 
is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the 
evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” 
(Proverbs 8:13). When we hate sin and turn to 
God, we have a hope that drives out fear. “For 
God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Timothy 1:7). 

We go to the Bible to find the knowledge 
and wisdom we need to face life’s fears. “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a 
good understanding have all they that do his 
commandments” (Psalm 111:10).  
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Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness 
by Roger L Berry

The World Today

In 1776, Thomas Jefferson penned these famous 
words in the Declaration of Independence: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed with certain in-
alienable rights, that among them are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” In the historical context, he 
must have had in mind freedom from oppressive 
governments and rulers. 

Jefferson did not intend people to feel free to vi-
olate the laws of the land. We are not free to steal, 
cheat, murder, or do anything else we might fancy. 
Our freedoms end where another man’s liberty be-
gins. As someone once said, “No man has absolute 
independence or liberty. He has freedom to choose 
masters, thus determining his destiny.” 

Centuries before the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Bible spoke of these same inalienable 
(undeniable) rights—but in a different context. Life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, in the ultimate 
sense, are the rights of every follower of Jesus Christ. 

LIFE 
One of the paradoxes of living for Jesus Christ is 

that we must die to live. We must die to our own selfish 
wishes and desires to live in true freedom. We must 
surrender our wills to the will of Another—Jesus Christ. 
We shouldn’t think this strange because it happens in 
nature all the time. To produce seeds for the next gen-
eration, plants must die. Even among humans, one 
generation passes off the scene to make room for the 
next. So how do we die to self to live for Christ? “Like-
wise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 6:11). True, meaningful living comes when 
we yield ourselves to Christ. “To whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness?” (Romans 6:16). Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” 

LIBERTY 
Our society has a mixed-up concept of liberty—the 

notion that we are somehow free to do whatever we 

feel like doing, even if it is harmful to ourselves or 
others, and even if it is not according to God’s will. 

The Bible teaches that we are someone’s servants 
(slaves). “Ye were the servants [slaves] of sin, ... but 
now being made free from sin, and become servants 
[slaves] to God” (Romans 6:20, 22). Doing our “own 
thing” and whatever we feel like doing is a binding 
slavery. To serve Christ is to find true liberty to enjoy 
life and serve others. He lifts us up to a friend rela-
tionship. Romans 8:2 speaks of this freedom: “For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.” Jesus said, “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
(John 8:32). 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS 
In our society, people imagine that if they can have 

all the material things they want, they will be happy. 
However, the pain and suffering emotionally and in 
other ways that many winners of the lotteries have 
experienced illustrate the emptiness of money and 
things. 

We only find true happiness in choosing the gift of 
God, which is eternal life through Jesus Christ. The 
joy of Christian living makes the mad pursuit of plea-
sure and amusement pale into insignificance. The 
choice is holiness (living for Christ) or “hell” in this life 
and in the next life. 

The Bible says, “The triumphing of the wicked is 
short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment” 
(Job 20:5). “There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. Even 
in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that 
mirth is heaviness” (Proverbs 14:12, 13). 

A writer of long ago summarized the delights 
of living for God: “Thou will shew me the path of 
life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 
16:11). 

God offers to you the inalienable right to life in 
Christ, liberty to serve Him, and the pursuit of hap-
piness and joy in living for Him. Won’t you give Him 
your life today? 
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Free 
Devotional 

Guide!

Daily devotions are a must 
in the Christian life.  Here 
is a dated devotional guide 
that will lead you to a clos-
er walk with the Lord.  Be-
side the Still Waters is a 
bimonthly publication (two 
months per booklet) written from a conservative, 
Bible-based view.  Each page has a writing for 
that day with a chosen Bible reading of fifteen to 
thirty verses, a key verse, a quote, and a read-
through-the-Bible plan.

For a free two-year subscription, complete the 
information below and mail this coupon to:

Still Waters Ministries 
285 Antioch Rd.

Clarkson, KY 42726
or call: 270-242-0459

In Canada: 
4180 Line 61 RR 1 

Milverton, ON N0K 1M0
or call: 519-595-3533

Yes, please send me Beside the Still Waters!

Name

Address

City   State     Zip
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Thou the Grace of Life 

Thou the grace of life supplying, 
Thou the crown of life wilt give;

Dead to sin, and daily dying, 
Life of life! in Thee we live.

Thirsting for the springs of waters
That by love’s eternal law,

From the stricken Rock are flowing,
Well of life! From Thee we draw.

In the land of cloud and shadow,
Where no human eye can see, 

Light to those who sit in darkness,
Light of life! We walk in thee.

—John Monsell

The Way to God

Come to Jesus for salvation.

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (1 Peter 1:18, 19). 

Walk daily with Jesus.

“And he said to them all, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23). 

Walk in obedience to Jesus’ commands.

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you” (John 15:14).

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John 
15:8). 

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord” (Acts 3:19).

“For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Ephesians 2:10).

Be baptized and find a church that lives by the Bible. 

“He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned” (Mark 16:16). 

“That thou mayest know how thou oughtest 
to behave thyself in the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

Live in readiness for Jesus’ return. 

“Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not” (Luke 12:40).

“But the end of all things is at hand: be 
ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer”          
(1 Peter 4:7).




